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Members Present
Christopher O'Connor (Chair, Inova)
David Whellan (Jefferson, Co-Chair)
Michael Bristow (ARCA biopharma, U. of CO)
Tomas Andersson (AstraZeneca) 
Cynthia Chauhan (Patient)
Jay Edelberg (Myokardia)
Mona Fiuzat (Duke)
Fady Malik (Cytokinetics)
Patrice Nickens (NIH)
Debbie Zeldow (HFSA)
Heather Applegate (HFC Staff)
Nicole Fauteux (HFC Staff)
Katie Mentz (HFC Staff) 

Members Unable to Participate
Robert Cole (Inova)
Li-Ming Gan (AstraZeneca)
Rachel Lindstrom (Amgen)
Robert Mentz (Duke)
Mitch Psotka (Inova)
Minnow Walsh (St. Vincent, past ACC President)


1. HFC - HFSA Research Award, partner with HFSA research network
The HFC-HFSA Research Award were awarded during the virtual HFSA Scientific Sessions. The awards were well received and viewed as an important recognition. One goal of the awards is to expand the Research Network by inviting winners to join. Debbie has reached out to all of the winners – several have already signed up and some who are currently members.

The nomination process was discussed by the group. Currently emails are sent to HFC members and others in the HF community.  Metrics for nominators to consider are included in email, but nominators are not required to add specifics. Suggestions were made for the 2021 awards:
· Begin 2021 planning process earlier; discuss at the Spring 2021 working group meeting
· Call for nominations on the HFSA and HFC websites
· Include requirement for comments from nominator to outline the reason for nomination
· Consider including challenges encountered, steps taken to meet the challenge in a trial
· Consider awarding sites with diverse investigator representation
· Start to collect demographics on winners. This may include zip codes, which reflect social determinants of health (can reflect employment, education, etc)

Action Items:
· Reach out to all winners to confirm Research Network participation (Debbie)
· Modify nomination metrics to consider (Heather/Mona/Chris – group to review on next call)
· Add nomination form on HFC and HFSA websites (Heather/Debbie)
· Include as discussion item for Spring 2021 working group meeting (Heather)
· Tabulate demographic data on winners as available (Heather)

2. Diversifying PIs / Develop Site Training Materials 
The group discussed encouraging diverse investigators and that diversity starts with training. Wayne Batchelor wrote a paper looking at characteristics of sites that have been successful at enrolling diverse patients. In general this group should focus on providing support and training for the HFSA RN. The best method to begin developing a training plan would be a needs assessment. The research award winners will also be surveyed separately to get their input.
A site based research (SBR) training session could be held prior to HFSA, or some other forum.
Things to consider:
· Methods of delivering training – a mix of didactic and real time Q & A
· Curriculum – training for inexperienced as well as experienced PIs and coordinators 
· Determine mix of Research Network – new, mid-career, experienced
· Target coordinators – they have different needs than PIs

Action Items:
· Send around Wayne Batchelor’s paper in JACC to group (Heather)
· Conduct a needs assessment for HFSA RN (Debbie/Chris)
· Group to review survey questions on next call (Heather/Katie)
· Survey research award winners (Debbie)
· Consider including award winners in training sessions to discuss their success (Debbie/Chris/Mona)

3. Patient engagement
Patient engagement strategies focused on utilizing patients as collaborative resources to enhance clinical trials. Heart failure can learn from oncology to improve the patient experience creating a more patient-centric approach. Consider including a training session for them also. Perhaps identify a committee of patients willing to participate in trial development. HFSA Patient Day (December) is an option to target patient education. Mona presented at the sessions last year with a lot of enthusiasm and questions from patients. 

Action Items:
· Develop patient committees to help with research
· The Research Network has a breakout at the Research Network and Patient Day in December. Cynthia, Mona can present, perhaps invite interested patients to participate as part of HFC patient research committee (can contact Heather/Katie for more info). 
