HFC Research Culture/Network/Societies Working Group Quarterly Call Q1
Jan. 27, 2021

Members Present
Christopher O'Connor (Chair, Inova)
David Whellan (Jefferson, Co-Chair)
Michael Bristow (ARCA biopharma, U. of CO)
Cynthia Chauhan (Patient)
Jay Edelberg (Myokardia)
Mona Fiuzat (Duke)
Fady Malik (Cytokinetics)
Patrice Nickens (NIH)
Debbie Zeldow (HFSA)
Robert Mentz (Duke)
Mitch Psotka (Inova)
Minnow Walsh (St. Vincent, past ACC President)
Nicole Fauteux (HFC Staff)
Katie Mentz (HFC Staff) 

Members Unable to Participate
Tomas Andersson (AstraZeneca)
Robert Cole (Piedmont)
Li-Ming Gan (AstraZeneca)


1. HFC - HFSA Research Award, partner with HFSA research network
Reviewed the SOP for the HFC-HFSA Research Awards. The awards are very well received and an important recognition. One goal of the awards is to expand the Research Network by inviting winners to join. 

We reviewed the nomination process: last year emails were sent to HFC members, those who have joined meetings, and others in the HF community.  Metrics for nominators to consider were included in email, but nominators were not required to add specifics. Suggestions for the 2021 awards:
· Call for nominations to be sent now (February); reminders in March, and review nominations at the Spring 2021 working group meeting (likely May).
· Call for nominations, and nominations form posted on the HFSA and HFC websites.
· Include a Twitter campaign for nominations. 
· Include an email blast from HFSA
· Trial listings from the HFSA RN site may be used to solicit nominations from sponsors and steering committees.
· Can include self-nomination with a sponsor confirmation/co-nomination.
· Include requirement for comments to outline the reason for nomination
· Consider including challenges encountered, steps taken to meet the challenge in a trial (added on form).
· Added zip codes, which reflect social determinants of health (can reflect employment, education, etc)
· Consider making optional collection of sex and race of nominee.
· Members of this group can solicit nominations for trials they have contacts for.
· Include an ABC contact (Melvin Echols?)
· Consider adding a rotating seat on this working group for award winners.
· Invite Rhonda McLean (previous winner) to join group if interested.

Action Items:
· Finalize SOP as written (attached)
· Create nominations form on HFC website (Heather/Katie working on)
· Add nominations form on HFSA RN website (Debbie)
· Call for nominations to be sent out in February (Debbie/Heather/Katie)
· Post call for nominations to Twitter account (Mitch for HFC, Debbie for HFSA) – Debbie/Heather/Katie to send link for nominations.
· Follow-up group call mid-late March to review process/nominations to date.
· Review nominations for Spring 2021 working group meeting (Heather)
· Tabulate demographic data on winners as available (Heather/Debbie)
· Mike Bristow/Mona to contact Rhonda McClean to invite to group

2. Diversifying PIs / Develop Site Training Materials 
We previously discussed encouraging diverse investigators and that diversity starts with training. This group should focus on providing support and training for the HFSA RN. We established the first step as a survey/needs assessment. The research award winners will also be surveyed separately to get their input, and should be invited to speak at training sessions. 
A site based research (SBR) training session could be held prior to HFSA, or some other forum (podcasts, etc). We reviewed the draft needs assessment created by HFSA / Debbie and provided feedback. 
Action Items:
· Refine survey and circulate for additional comments (Debbie)
· Once final, conduct needs assessment for HFSA RN (Debbie/Chris)
· Survey research award winners (Debbie)
· Review responses on future call (aim for May?) (Debbie/Katie). 

3. Patient engagement
Patient engagement strategies focused on utilizing patients as collaborative resources to enhance clinical trials. HFC participants participated in HFSA Patient Day (December) and created a podcast with HFSA regarding clinical trials. 

Action Items:
· Consider a separate needs assessment for patients and caregivers regarding research through HFSA (utilize patient membership) – future project. 

Next calls: mid-late March; May -Think Tank
