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Letter to Congress
We have had lots of movement and updates over the past two months. This Letter to Congress was drafted by Silia for the group to advocate for more representation in clinical trials in HF. Specifically, asking FDA to support initiatives that encourage and incentivize increased representation in clinical trials. Mona, Chris and Orly met with several groups separately; AHA & ACC both provided helpful feedback. The goal is to solicit buy-in from other professional organizations and ask them to sign on with us. 

Sue Ramthun is a health care lobbyist who consults for HFSA, she will be working with the HFC on this initiative. 
· The timing is great because every 5 years the CURES/user fee reauthorization comes up; for the current cycle the deadline is Sept 30, 2022. This is a must pass bill that Congress tends to come together for in a bi-partisan fashion, and typically want it done by summer prior to the 2022 deadline. (21st century CURES 2.0. Upton/DeGette)
· Tim Scott has shown an interest in healthcare disparities and could be a champion to consider. 
· Main suggestion from Sue: Zero in on what you are requesting and directing your message to those who have the most impact on helping you. She recommends that we get on the radar of those folks - making our case for “why and the basic what.”
· We were also advised to create a 1-page concept sheet, and consider running this through FDA contacts to let Janet Woodcock know it may be coming. 

Action Items:
· Work in a smaller group to revise the letter and add a concept sheet. Regroup with Sue and other society partners (Orly, Mona, Chris to meet with Sue and others)
· Establish a point person with some expertise who can help guide this process. Sue from HFSA will continue to assist. 
· Update and Edit the Letter (Orly)
· Concept Sheet (Orly)
· Add Appendix of supporting materials, studies, publications (group contribution)
· Fred S. to connect with Norman and Ellis to ensure they are aware of this effort prior to May 7 TT. (Fred) 


Scientific Statement
Manuscript Draft: Improving Enrollment of Diverse Populations in Heart Failure Trials: A Scientific Statement of the Heart Failure Collaboratory. 
This was a response to a Call for Papers in Circulation around race/ethnicity with a January 6, 2021 deadline. However, a choice was made to forgo the submission deadline due to the importance of addressing comments from FDA co-authors. The authors revised the manuscript and changes were summarized during the call. 
· FDA reviewed and approved latest version, pending additional review by CDRH
· NHLBI comments were received and have been incorporated, pending final sign off by NHLBI leadership

Action Items:
· Check again with Ileana on CDRH approval. (Silia/Muthu)
· Targeting Circulation submission
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